I |D8nl0l Schorr/ just what goes on? ' 



; . Here we go again! Is Arkody N. 

Shevchenko, the highest Soviet 
j official in the United Nations Ad- 
< ministration, for real when he says 
5 he just doesnt want to go home? 
i Or, an American agent choosing 
] ^Is way to come In from the cold? 
3 jAnd/or a Soviet agent faking a 
i defection to make trouble for our 
' Mde?; 

> In the murky world of single, 
' double and triple agents, things arc 
r seldom what they seem. In fiction, 
* such ambiguity can make for a 
rattling good yarn; In real-life 
government it can make for a 
rattling headache. 

Our intelligence people are 
itching for a crack at Shevchenko 
and his secrets. Our counter-intelli- 
gence people warn of something 
fishy about him. 

We may be In for another 
internal scrap, like the 14-year fight 
over Yuri Nosi-nko, of which, in 
deed, this may be a continuation. 

Nosenko was a Soviet KOH 
officer whose 1964 defection 


seemed a sh.ade too <-olnrldetital 
when he turned tip, tim weeks after 
President Kennedy’.s aH.sassinntlon, 
with word that he had handled thi' 
case of late Harvey Oswald In 
Russia and could give assurance 
that Oswald had no ROB eonner 
tlon. 

Only after he had been wtirktsl 
over for three years In a (,’tA eanip 
In Virginia did the agency — so t'x- 
Director .lohn McCone later told mt> 
— finally accept Nosenko a.s an 
authentic defector telling the truth. 
In so doing. McCone overrode 
James Angleton, chief of counter- 
intelligence, who continued to In- 
sist that Nosenko was a KGIl 
"plant." 

TIte Nosenko case turnt'd into a 
climactic fight over the role anil 
power of counter Intelligence — 
the section of a spy agency that 
guards against penetration and 
deception by the other side. Thai 
fight now has broken to the sur- 
face. 

Kdward Jay Epstgln, with eon 
siderablc help, has presenttsl the 
counter-intelligence case In his 
hook. “Legend." which piles up 
evidence to suggest that Nosenko's 
real mission was to divert American 
attention from supposed KtiM links 
with Oswald. . 

Tlie K(1R, under this scenario, 
arranged to have the phony defec- 
tion nuthciillcaled by another .SovI 
et tnlelllgeiice officer, a spy for the 
FBI code named ‘'Fi'dorn,” who wii-i 
working under diplomatic cover at 
the Unltetl Nations. 

The counter-intelligence veiei 


ans, In their bitter rearguard battle, 
apparent I V had no qualms about 
flngeriiig.a lo[) FBI spy. amj this 
may have helped to siuHtd .Shev- 
chenko's steps toward the ilodr. Ho 
himself was on the Soviet delega- 
tion at the UN In 196-1 when 
"Fedora" was talking about Nosen- 
kn, and he also, it turns oulj had 
AtnerU an Intelligence contacts for 
several years. 

Now Shevchenko Is offering to 
tell the government, for a .price, 
whether "Fedora" w.t* passing on 
the real dope or "disinformation." 
Next question; W'hy should Shev- 
chenko be believed? j 

If all tills leaves you a little 
dl7zy, yon have a lot of company. 
The one enjoying the mess is 
Angleton. Angleton Is presented by 
E|wlPln as having been crucified in 
1974 tor his refusal to buy Nosenko, 
and forced out of the CIA by 
Director W'itllam Colby after hav- 
ing been mischievously exposed as 
involved In unrelated CIA impro- 
prleiit's. like mail-opening opera- 
tion. 

"Baloney!" .says Colhy. who 
insists he had hern long planning to 
fire Angleton after concluding that 
his obsession with Soviet intelli- 
gence was actually harming Ameri- 
can Iiiti4ligenie. 

One cannot discount the func- 
tion of |•olJtlfer intelligence, constd 
ering. the aggressivene.ss of .Soviet 
peiielralion efforts. As the saving 
);oe.s, even pnranoiils can have 
cticmtes. But, out of control, count- 
er Intelligence can be literally that 
- against rational Intelligenee. 



